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Some years ago an insurance-agent friend to whom I was boasting about ny long 
accident-free record as he renewed. my policy told me "that makes you a bad ' 



He was playing the ociis, as they do 
I suppose the general principle has wide application. Even to judgement. 

It is, in fact, the one element in what I do that can give m concern. I have 
sane no serious errors save with people. Hot in my work. Bow long? 

in '° fac ® of it in addressing ray own judgement. Not in the 
espoc^ation that it will make any difference. Were I not so tired tonight l*d 

probably be doing something else, something in which the fatigue, not all of which 
is ptfcQ/aical* would not fee a factor# 

Today I had to go to Washington to do some work in preparation for the ai&sndar 
call neat Tuesday on the suit against the m of which I told you. You'll recall y/our 
Chuckle whan I told you they 8 d told the court I knew more about this subject than' 
anyone an the HU, Today I proved it with their papers and made another case of 
perjury against then about which again nothing will now happen. 

As I started to return I caught; the 5 p.m. CS3 news. The lead item was Ssnator 
'nurch s statement that the eonaittec may call &izon in its investigation of e , y°g - 
Bjonatlons, (Xhie is a diversion that makes headlines and takes then from their 
appointed task, which would do the country mors good if they heeded that.) 

X know exactly what he was talking about without seling the details in the 
papers, which I won t see until nond.net . It 1 b my work and I can make a guess on 
which I d bet how he got itt from one I trusted, a name not wiknown to you* It goes 

back to Niroa 0 vioe-preaidency and I'd let this isun have it in confidence because 
1 would bo writing about it. 

«, . P?*, 1 reeali ia Witter it was in what I sent Peter Shepherd. I do know 

Jat I had all of xt worked out before the last I heard from him. It was before 
ccr -“ wathsr xn 157,g. Before, there was -a Watergate committee. 

When I laid that bock aside and started writing The ffiiimpeachiaent of Hi chard 
Bxaan, the draft of which was completed last September, it was one of the early 
chapters. Witn a full story, so full that if the oocnittee does what I didn't. I'm 

. thiB i0n5 ago 1 ^ the basics of what they'll do and what tSev will 
not. nespi ,e -choir authority and manpower and their begin. ing with ny work. 

. ff 1 ^coiad think of when I heard that newscast is what would happen to a book 
wxth the whole story in it when it becomes the subject of a Senate inves tigation and 
oitnsr causes that investigation or is ahead of it. 

r ! h f? r f minded «* o£ Shepherd's disbelief in two unready rough chapter drafts 

L* J!rt T 0t froa the oeohia »« ®»y £*ew into the Hughes scandal with the CIA. 

~f t , d carriB& it much farther, into what has not yet appeared. In fact, almost 

a ,* °f. ’°° ok r ? a ! d f s f 1X5015 8°^ «Ith editing would have a good chance of success. * 

■8U, Jty 11 - s is such i have no idea when 2 can read it for the first time and start 
cutting and editing, 

. . f * ®V*?y ^gnnine when I spoke to you about a Watergate book you said ^antam 
had signed i'-o^anhoff aid that would cream the market. Veil, they canceled out and 
as X told you k-lark did not deliver the book. He couldn't do a book he'd want his 
name on, not even with his bison bfcite Bouse experiences. 

has appoaxed^ te ltS 3ignirics;ftCti * to dste 110 substantial, worthwhile Watergate book 
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SttK eves a ^Dod rehash* And as such a subset! 

S© ms la & csssesfetry m pebJAdhingg eom aereialiy and as It serves 
pubUe iatssesto* 

People dd toad to ibm and fear what is ttTfflUT to then. and publl rtww sow 
than aoet stick to pat formulae of the past* 

This# applied t® all of the unadia# end fear# sere than any other eia^e feot®*# 

Z believe® account for the ecrolitcfcn of the <sa a atry today* tod for what lies Q&Md* 

X can’t sob return to that Watergate book* The index of -?ost-Ifegtaffl* on sards# 
has bocs on ay desk for several days* X’ll have It edited by the end of the seek# 
ny wife sill type it# S&X have an lisa of tbs space for an appendix# sad as best 
end «a fast as 1 can 1*11 get it ready to JSrlnt. Adding the appendix to the index 
sill he no great shore* 

taebo* I *11 bring it oat* X hssso as appointment vith tbs representative ei? 

& printer toaorrw* 

'• ■* i fc 

I knee what it can man and oan do sad if Z can oaks aarrsn gements I’ll take 
the chances* 

While I’d pa p efcty m wa** is up vr that if Z’x ready and sane ef the ourrant 
interests acne to anything I’d go ahead* tnat broadcast# one of so ewey* sully wan 
decisive for me* 

I don’t realty that c -ta without commercial distribution I’ll lose. 

Without s single ad# m single psreonal appearance or a single review (Z sent m review 
copies) I've paid off all the debt on the last book end the copie* out ape selling 
others. I haven't done any promotions on it in qult^&scns tiEa® 

Toe paragraphs up X got a call* I’ve having dinner tomorrow night with the nan 
whose real la used in the McSonald book # the one real nano* *w knows hoBonald 
well. BeDosaia. told him the bock is favorable to Ms old tr&eM "Shornas.* 

a If Burney Still has any interest# he has soapstltbk now end will hare more* 

A ttgttr publisher la considering real craiiy stuff bseenee it has X.e nans of n 
phildeoptiy profaaiW on It and none thing called "Third World" is hooked vith and 
ty now has printed what tbs Xockafaller Commission has ruiasi* The one chance that 
has to ascapa total ruin# having bees printed* in die belief in anything official* 

Only track has say chance today* o a n ia er e i ally# in the f folds of ay aside end 
2 gaaas igd best forget all other possibilities* 

IS there is anything to report following tomorrow* a dinner* X’U 1st you know* 

Best# 
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